St. Mar y Catholic Schools

————— Grades P3-12

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Program - Laptop Specification Recommendations

As part of the high school's Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program, we understand the importance of
providing our students with the necessary technology to enhance their learning experience. To ensure
compatibility, performance, and longevity, we recommend the following laptop specifications for students
participating in the BYOD program:

Operating System:
- Windows 10 or macOS (latest version)
- Linux-based operating systems (optional but should be compatible with school software and applications)

Processor:
- Intel Core 15 + or AMD Ryzen 5 (or equivalent)
- Quad-core or higher

RAM:
- Minimum 8 GB DDR4 RAM
- Recommended 16 GB DDR4 RAM for better multitasking and future software requirements

Storage:
- Solid State Drive (SSD) with at least 256 GB of storage capacity
- Larger capacity SSD or additional external storage is recommended for storing multimedia files and projects

Graphics:
- Integrated graphics are sufficient for general schoolwork
- Dedicated graphics card (optional) for specialized programs such as graphic design or video editing

Display:

- 13.3-inch to 15.6-inch display size

- Full HD (1920 x 1080 pixels) resolution or higher

- IPS panel for better color reproduction and wider viewing angles

Connectivity:
- Wi-Fi 5 (802.11ac) or Wi-Fi 6 (802.11ax) for faster wireless connectivity
- Bluetooth 5.0 for seamless connectivity with peripherals

Ports:
- USB 3.0 or higher ports (at least two)
- HDMI port for external display connectivity



- 3.5mm audio jack for headphones or speakers
- SD card slot (optional but useful for multimedia projects)

Battery Life:
- A minimum of 6 hours of battery life for all-day use
- Longer battery life is recommended for students who cannot access charging outlets throughout the day

Keyboard and Touchpad:
- Comfortable and well-spaced keyboard for typing
- Responsive and accurate touchpad for easy navigation

Weight and Durability:
- Lightweight and portable design for ease of carrying
- Durable build quality to withstand daily handling and occasional bumps

Software:

- Latest versions of Microsoft Office Suite or compatible alternatives (e.g., Google Docs)
Licensing provided by SMCS for students using their @stmarycentral.org email account

- Web browsers (e.g., Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox)

- Antivirus software for system security and protection

Support and Warranty:
- Ensure the laptop comes with a warranty and consider purchasing extended warranty coverage
- Check if the manufacturer provides reliable customer support and after-sales service

Please note that these specifications serve as recommendations and aim to provide a guideline for selecting a
suitable laptop for the BYOD program. It's essential to consult with the school's IT department or refer to any
specific requirements or restrictions they may have before making a purchase.

We believe that investing in a laptop with these specifications will enable students to utilize technology
effectively throughout their high school journey. Should you have any further questions or need additional
guidance, please don't hesitate to reach out to the school's IT department.

Best regards,

Justina Plemon

Director of Technology and Innovation
St. Mary Catholic Schools

1050 Zephyr Drive

Neenah, WI 54956
jplemon(@smecatholicschools.org
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