
OFFICE HOURS:  Monday through Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Phone: (920) 722-7796
Zephyr Connection is available on the web at smcatholicschools.org

PREPARING TO SERVE THE LORD 
We are pleased to share the stories of three of our alumni who are currently preparing for or 
discerning priesthood or religious life. We are proud of these young adults who are so willing 
to listen to the Lord’s voice as they contemplate their futures.  Please join us in praying for 
the continued guidance of the Spirit on their journeys.
 
MATT RAPPL ’09
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, 
“plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
 
“My first thoughts about living a life as a priest came 
to me when I was in kindergarten at St. Gabriel, but 
it wasn’t until my junior year at SMC that I started to 
seriously consider what direction God would like my life 
to take. Slowly, I became more and more convinced that 
the plan of God was something that would provide the 
greatest fulfillment in my life this side of heaven. As I 
approached my high school graduation, I sensed that the 
decision to enter the seminary to study to be a Roman 
Catholic priest was the right one. Nearly seven years later, having just been ordained to the 
Diaconate, I look back with deep gratitude on the friends I have made, the experiences I 
have shared with others, and the God who continually calls us into deeper friendship with 
Him. This summer I am serving as a deacon in St. Joseph Parish in Wautoma, Wisconsin, 
and then will complete one more year of seminary education before ordination to the 
priesthood.  I am eager to get to work.  Please pray for me.”         

SAM SCHULTZ ’11
“I graduated last month from St. John 
Vianney Seminary located at the University 
of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota with 
double majors in philosophy and Catholic 
studies.  Previously, I attended UW-Fox 
Valley and then transferred to UW-Madison 
to pursue a degree in biomedical engineering.  
The second semester of my junior year, I 
transferred to SJV Seminary to study and to 
discern priesthood. I was so very fortunate to 
study in Rome last semester and to travel to 
Spain where I spent five days of pilgrimage walking on the El Camino de Santiago (The Way 
of St. James). I also enjoyed travels to France, Switzerland, Germany, and various pilgrimage 
destinations in Venice, Turin, Sienna, and Assisi.  The highlight of my time studying in 
Rome included being invited, along with 16 other seminarians, to serve for Pope Francis 
during the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass. I carried the processional candle and was the one 
to pour water over the pope’s hands during the Mass.  I even met Pope Francis and shook his 
hand! This summer I will attend an intense discernment program at the Institute of Priestly 
Formation in Omaha, Nebraska. In September I will attend Mundelein Major Seminary 
near Chicago for four more years where I will continue my discernment of the priesthood.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS

EVENTS
July 15   Greater Zephyr Open
Royal St. Patrick’s Golf Course, Wrightstown
10:00 a.m. Shotgun start
Contact: Craig Uhlenbrauck craig.
uhlenbrauck@miron-construction.com
 
July 16   Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner
St. Mary Catholic High School
4:45 p.m. Social  / 6:00 p.m. Dinner
Contact: Sue Simonsen ssimonsen@
scmcatholicschools.org
 
July 30  Brandon’s B+ 5K Run/Walk
St. Mary Catholic High School
8:30 a.m.  Run/Walk begins
Contact: Bob Willems rwillems@new.rr.com
  
CLASS REUNIONS
July 16, 2016
Class of 1976 – 40th Reunion
Waverly Beach, Menasha
Contact: Kathy Murray murr1@att.net 

September 9-10, 2016
Class of 1956 - 60th Reunion
Bridgewood Resort, Neenah
Contacts: 
Ray Roth jorayroth@sbcglobal.net
Carol Ropella carol.ropella@att.net
 
October 8, 2016
Class of 1981 – 35th Reunion
Greene’s Pour House
Contacts:
Mary Lou Kalaus 
  mkalaus@smcatholicschools.org
Jeans Wells j5wells.@yahoo.com
Diane Burmeister 
  diane.burmeister@thrivent.com

Would you like to receive our alumni email 
updates? If so, please send an email to 
Alumni Relations Coordinator Sue Simonsen 
at ssimonsen@smcatholicschools.org!
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Zephyr Generations
Elizabeth Ahles, daughter of John 
& Jill Gyrion ’85 Ahles was active 
in volleyball, cross country, track, 
drama, student council and as a 
senior leader. Elizabeth plans to 
attend UW-Stevens Point for theater. 

 

Caleb Davidson, son of Ed and 
Linda Birling ’83 Davidson, 
participated in baseball, basketball 
and football, along with band, Best 
Friends, drama and Catholic Athletes 
for Christ while a student at SMC. 
Caleb plans to attend UW-Oshkosh 
this fall.
 

Connor Evans, son of Julie Gyrion 
’80 Evans, enjoyed being in many 
theatrical performances, most 
recently as the lead in Footloose. 
Connor, an avid cross country 
runner who also participated in track 
and field, plans to attend UW-
Stevens Point.  

Madeline Hass, daughter of Eric and 
Annette Brittnacher ’82 Hass, will 
further her education at a four-year 
university to major in history. Her 
many activities included student 
council, theater, math team, forensics 

and show choir. Madeline was the 2016 valedictorian.
 
Anthony Jakubek, son of Karen 
Kramer ’83 Jakubek, was involved 
in football, baseball and basketball 
all four years at St. Mary Catholic 
High School. He plans to attend 
Fox Valley Technical College 
and participate in a plumbing 
apprenticeship. 

Sam Hoheisel, son of Kristi and 
Mark ’78 Hoheisel, participated in 
football, basketball and baseball. Sam 
plans to continue his education at 
UW-Stout. 

Lauren Unruh, daughter of Dan and 
Barb Braun ’83 Unruh, was involved 
in Student Activities Leadership Team 
(SALT), National Honor Society, 
soccer, basketball, powerlifting, 
Catholic Athletes for Christ and 
ski club. Lauren will attend Butler 
University in Indianapolis in their six-
year, direct-admit Physician’s Assistant 
program. 
 
Michael Van De Hey, son of Scott 
’83 and Barb Noll ‘84 Van De Hey 
participated in basketball and baseball, 
and plans to attend UW-Oshkosh to 
major in business. 

Maddie Uhlenbrauck, daughter of 
Melissa and Craig Uhlenbrauck ’89 
participated in tennis, basketball, 
soccer, National Honor Society, 
leadership team, mock trial, EARTH 
Club and Best Friends mentoring. 
Maddie will attend St. Norbert College 
in the fall. Maddie was the 
co-salutatorian for the Class of 2016. 

We wish all graduates of the Class of 2016 the best in the future!

Congratulations, Graduates!
The SMCS community wishes to extend 
congratulations to the St. Mary Catholic 

High School Class of 2016!  

Go confidently into this next chapter of 
your lives knowing that you have an entire 

community of SMCS supporters behind you.

ST. MARY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
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Alumni Jason DeVooght ’91 and his 
sister Tammie DeVooght ’89 Blaney 
chose different career paths, but have 
joined forces in a common cause….
protecting the rights of house movers. 
Jason is running a multi-million dollar 
branch of the family business, DeVooght 
House Moving, in New Jersey. The family 
relocated the business to the Jersey shore 
to respond to the devastation caused by 
Superstorm Sandy. After just two years, 
DeVooght House Moving is the #1 house-moving company on 
the Jersey shore, with about 115 houses “in the air,” awaiting new 
foundations. There have been about 4,000 home elevation projects 
completed out of the 60,000 needing to be elevated to a safe height 
to protect against future flooding. Jason handles the engineering 
portion of the company, which involves outlining the jobs, creating 
the plans for the approval of each project and serving as a consultant 
for other companies. Tammie DeVooght ’89 Blaney (who is married 
to alumnus Kevin Blaney ‘91) is currently the director of the Office 
of Research and Sponsored Programs at Marian University in Fond 
du Lac. She was most recently re-named to the employee position on 
the Fox Valley Technical College (FVTC) Board of Directors.
 
Although they are not geographically close, brother and sister have 
crossed paths while working on legislation to protect house movers/
lifters. Despite being an “outsider,” Jason leads a coalition in New 

Jersey to spearhead legislation with 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA). Meanwhile, 
Tammie and a colleague from FVTC 
recently attended the International 
Association of Structural Movers 
Annual Convention in New Jersey, 
where they investigated the criteria to 
establish an educational program for 
trained personnel in this field. As a past 
president of IASM, current board member and the author of the only 
written industry guidelines for building inspectors and city planners, 
Jason’s research will contribute to the proposed course development.
 
DeVooght Movers is a family affair that includes brother David 
and Jason’s wife, Deanna, who serves as a vice president. Despite 
the distance between New Jersey and Wisconsin, local ties remain 
strong. Tammie says “even though the company is out of the moving 
business to concentrate on elevating, Jason has agreed to move a 
house for me that is located next to the Paine Art Museum. It was 
scheduled for demolition and is almost an exact replica of the home 
my dad moved across the lake from Oshkosh to Menasha in 1986.” 
 
Must be sibling love!

BROTHER/SISTER ACT

Holy Spirit • St. Peter and Paul • St. Mary-Greenville • St. John-Sacred Heart

We appreciate the support of our SMCS parishes
St. Gabriel • St. Margaret Mary  • St. Mary/St. John • St. Patrick’s

and the parishes that support SMCHS

ALEXA HARBOR ’12 
Alexa shared these thoughts: 
“Praise be Jesus Christ!  Since 
graduating from St. Mary 
Central in 2012, the Holy Spirit 
has invited me on a beautiful 
journey of discernment and 
deepening of relationship with 
the triune God. I have had 
several years of formation and 
living in community with many 
beautiful religious woman 
and serving as a missionary 
throughout Wisconsin. I have 
fallen in love with Evangelization, the Holy Spirit and have been 
honored to be used as a “wounded healer,” like Christ himself.

I am overjoyed to be serving as coordinator of Totus Tuus* this 
summer and coming back as a servant leader for SPIRITUS next 
year. My heart continues to burn with the desire to give myself 
entirely to Christ and His church, and I pray He gives me the 
divine gift of courage to remain docile to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit. My prayer is to do His will and nothing else, and right 
now He has called me to be a witness to young people, especially 
in our diocese. I want them to know in their hearts how loved they 
are by a God that is alive, real and waiting for them. I continue 
praying for St. Mary Catholic Schools, especially for the students 
that they may be filled to overflowing with love and peace.”

*Totus Tuus is a week-long parish mission for youth entering 
grades 1-12 that promotes sharing the Gospel and the Catholic 
faith through evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness and 
Eucharistic worship.  

continued from page 1
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Roncalli High School in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, acknowledged Jim Kersten ’56 by naming the school’s basketball court in honor 
of Jim and his late wife, Marge. Jim coached the Roncalli Jets boys basketball teams from 1965-1991, 
accumulating 328 career wins. Jim also served as the school’s athletic director until 2002. 

 
Former Zephyr athletes from the early 1960’s enjoyed a golf 
outing at Lake Breeze Golf Club and then a cookout at Norm 
Brown’s home in Winneconne. The group included (L to R):  
Bob Stumpf ’61, Dave Schmidt ’61, Norm Brown ’60, 
Gary Griesbach ’61, Gus Laemmrich ’61, Bill Kraus ’61, 
Adie Martin ’62, Paul Meier ’61, Tony Rechner ’61, Dave 
Roedel ’61 and Bob Rueckl ’61. 

Lorrie Elmer ’85 Busche was the 2015 recipient of a National Distinguished Social Worker Award. Lorrie 
was recognized for her development of the Marshfield Child Advocacy Center, her volunteer work with the 
Children’s Miracle Network and her service on numerous clinical teams including high-risk obstetrics and 
pediatric diabetes. 

Students and staff began this past Lenten season on Ash Wednesday with liturgy 
celebrated by Father Bill Swichtenberg ’73, pastor of St. Mary Parish in Appleton. 

Cris Putzer ’96 recently did a presentation for the SMCHS marketing class. Cris 
is the operations manager for Weed Man, the second largest lawn care vendor 
in the U.S. Cris resides in Shiocton with daughter Jordon and son Eyan. He is 
involved in coaching youth basketball and will complete his master’s degree in child 
development from Ashford University this July. 
 
First National Bank-Fox Valley’s board of directors has elected Dustin McClone ’00 
as the new vice chairman of the board. Dustin is an executive vice president with 
McClone Insurance Group, serves as a director for the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Fox Valley and is a trustee for St. Mary Catholic Schools. Dustin graduated from 
Marquette University and resides in Menasha with his wife Stacie and their children 
Rylee and Finnley. 
 
David Weiss, ’02 is the development director at the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade in 
Neenah. This past December, David brought a group of Fox Valley development 
professionals to tour the new St. Mary Catholic Middle School. David and wife, 
Rebekah Berger ’02 Weiss, welcomed Adela to their family in November.  She 
joined big brother, Fritz. 
 
Dr. Alisha Fahley ’04 is practicing at ThedaCare Physicians-Shawano following 
her graduation from Marquette University and receiving her medical degree at 
UW School of Medicine and Public Health. She completed the Duluth Family Residency Program at the 
University of Minnesota and was the recipient of the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine Resident 
Teacher Award. Alisha’s research work has been published and she is a member of the American Academy of 
Family Physicians. 

Erica Ehlers ’07 Bennett was awarded a PhD in Hearing Science from the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison this past April. Her research focused on children 
who are born deaf and receive cochlear implants. Erica is also working on a clinical 
doctorate in Audiology (AuD) which she expects to earn in 2017. In order to finish 
that degree, she will begin an externship at Henry Ford Health Systems in Detroit, 
Michigan in June, with the ultimate goal of working as a clinician scientist in a 
hospital setting.  
 
Covering college basketball for The Sports Blaze is Trevor Jossart ’11, who graduated this spring from 
Marian University with a sports and recreation management degree. 

Jim Kersten ’56

Alumni Updates

Former Zephyr athletes at Lake Breeze Golf Club

Pictured with Fr. Bill 
is sophomore Kennan 
DeShambo

Dr. Lorrie Elmer ’85 Busche

Chris Putzer and 
Development Director 
Michelle Dejno

Dustin McClone ’00

David Weiss ’02

Dr. Alisha Fahley ’04

Dr. Erica Ehlers ’07

Trevor Jossart ’11



Michigan Technological University student Jacob Ahles ’12 visited St. Mary 
Catholic High School as a representative of the college and the Air Force 
ROTC program. 
 
Alec Brew ’12 was named to NACC all-conference mens soccer team and 
the Wisconsin all-state team. He was also voted 2015 most-improved player 
and selected three times as the “man of the match” at Concordia College of 
Wisconsin (CUW). Alec graduated from Concordia this spring, and will 
continue his education at CUW in the physical therapy graduate program. 
 
Mark Cops ’12 graduated this past December as valedictorian from the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. Mark has accepted a scholarship to 
attend graduate school at Boston University this coming fall.
 
Gloria Kesler ’13, was named the 2016 Wisconsin Fairest of the Fair after 
competing against 38 other contestants for this year’s title. As Fairest of 
the Fair, Kesler, a student at UW-Platteville, will be the spokesperson for 
the Wisconsin Association of the Fairs and will travel to many of the state’s 
county and district fairs this summer. She will also serve as the official hostess 
of the Wisconsin State Fair this summer. 

Jacob Ahles ’12 pictured 
with senior Connor Evans Alec Brew ’12

Mark Cops ’12
Gloria Kesler ’13

5

OUR TRAVELING ALUMNI
Alumna Sammie Hawkins ’11 
spent last summer as an intern 
at Montana Grizzly Encounter. 
She says her environmental 
education class with Mrs. 
Ann Stanton ’81 Hoernke 
inspired her passion for the 
environment. 
 
Molly Britt ’14, who just finished her sophomore year at 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, shared a few 
thoughts on her recent trip to Northern Ireland, saying “while 
there, we focused on the historical period call the “The Troubles” 
which divided the country. Working with various youth groups 
in Belfast, Downpatrick and Derry, our goal was to help the 
kids know that people outside their country are working toward 
a better future for them. This was a very rewarding service 
experience.”

Ever since taking Mandarin Chinese at SMC, alumnus Jace 
Scheffler ’14 has had an interest in Asian culture and has hoped 
to visit China. His dream came true this past semester when 
he traveled to Zhejian Province where he attended Ningbo 
University, an international school with about 26,000 undergrads. 
Scheffler studied a full course load of Mandarin classes focusing 
on the essentials of speaking, writing, reading and listening. In 
July, Jace will be attending the World Youth Day in Krakow, 
Poland along with fellow SMC alumni Collin Konetzke ‘14 and 
Andrew Polnazek ’14.  He then plans to transfer from UW-O 
to the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota to begin 
studying philosophy.  

Jenna Thelen ’14, a sophomore at 
UW-La Crosse, spent this spring 
semester in Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa at the Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan University. Sponsored 
by the CEA Study Abroad Program, 
her studies included sociology, 
communicable diseases and Xhosa 
culture. Jenna is majoring in 
community health education. 

Jennifer Solowicz ’12 studied 
abroad from January to the end of 
April in Rome, Italy.  While there 
she attended Loyola University 
of Chicago’s John Felice Rome 
Center.  Jenny graduated from 
Marian University in Fond du Lac 
in May with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology with an emphasis 
in art therapy and studio art.  Jenny shared,”I loved learning 
about the different ruins and what each of the temples meant. I 
loved walking into a church and being in awe every time. I loved 
walking the streets of Rome with my friends and finding a really 
good place to get some pasta. The memory that will stick with 
me the most though is seeing the Colosseum for the first time. I 
remember thinking “Wow I am actually in Rome, I made it here!”  
This experience will stick with me all my life and I hope that I can 
have more experiences to travel in this beautiful world.”



A Picture-Perfect Night!

Zephryfest 2017  
Saturday May 6, 2017

Zephyrfest
2016

SAVE THE DATE

Jim Englebert ’59, guest Russ Stang, 
Jeff Englebert ’68

Mary Woulf ’71 Fulton and husband Jack David Gillis ’05, Linda Michalkiewicz (HA), 
Dave Michalkiewicz ’73, 
Betty Demerath ’74 Gillis

Craig ’69 and Pat (HA) Samolinski Colleen O’Brien ’60 (Winner of the 
“Golden Ticket”) 

Craig Uhlenbrauck ’89, 
Wade Uhlenbrauck ‘93

Cliff ’83 and Chris ’86 Uitenbroek Doug Gunderson ’95 and wife Corrin



Help us stay on track.
 This year’s campaign ends 

June 30, 2016. Please help keep 
our Zephyr train rolling!

2015-2016 
SMCS ANNUAL FUND

Please remember in your prayers the 
following alumni who died between 

November 1, 2015 and May 15, 2016.  

Raymond Miller ’36
Richard Ferron ’43 
Lorraine Schaefer Grishaber ’43
Marilyn Gonion ’45 Hoeper
Dolores Rippl Peterson ’45 
Erna Scovronske Rasmussen ’45 
Eugene Kargus ’46
Esther Pleier Schnese ’47
Jean Nabbefeldt Larson ’48
Margaret Verbrick Jahnke ’50
Richard Walbrun ’50 
Virginia Kessler Bolwerk ’52
Thomas Kuepper ’52
Patricia Turrdiff Liethen ’54
Rosemary Roegner Schuh ‘56
Robert Maynard ’57
Thomas Resch ’58
Colleen Weinandt Pawlowski ’59
James Ziolkowski ’61
Margaret Quella ’64 
Frank Prokash ’68 
Paul Van Handel ’68
Fredrick Clark ’69
Nancy Trader Eisch ’69 
James Schroeder ’70
Thomas Mancosky ’73

AlumniREMEMBERING OUR

The Greater Zephyr Open (GZO) is a great event for two 
reasons--it’s a lot of fun, and it is an important fundraiser for 
the SMCS Booster Club, which supports all athletic teams and 
activity clubs/teams in the SMCS middle school and high school! 
 
This year’s fun with take place on Friday, July 15 at Royal St. 
Patrick’s Golf Links in Wrightstown.

8:00 a.m.     Registration
10:00 a.m.   Shotgun Start
3:30 p.m.     Pasta Dinner Buffet
 
Entrance fee of $105 per person includes:

• 18 holes scramble format golf (rain or shine),  
   cart and range balls
• Lunch “at the turn”
• Hole prize challenges and hole-in-one prizes
• Dinner (dinner-only tickets are $15)
 
Golf registration deadline is Friday, July 8. Register online by 
clicking on the GZO box at www.smcatholicschools.org/st-mary-
catholic-high-school. Register by June 17 to be entered into a 
drawing to win two 18-hole rounds with a cart at RSP.
  
The GZO committee is in need of volunteers for this very 
important fundraiser. Please consider donating your time and 
talent to support SMCS athletics! For more information contact 
Craig at craig.uhlenbrauck@miron-construction.com.

GZO REGISTRATION 
IS OPEN!



SMC Hall of Fame Inductees
The 2016 Zephyr Hall of Fame inductees will celebrate on Saturday, 
July 16 at the Jane Bergstrom Fine Arts Education Center on the 
campus of St. Mary Catholic High School. This year’s honorees 
include Greg Zielinski ’75, Dan Johnson ’98, Sarah Ott ’00 
Crowe and the 1986 Zephyrs state championship softball team.
 

Greg “Hondo” Zielinksi ’75 played baseball 
(four years) and basketball (three years). In 
baseball, Greg was either pitching or playing 
shortstop. He played in the state tournament 
his freshman year and was named MVP as a 
senior. Greg was an outstanding shooter as a 
starting guard his junior and senior year on the 
basketball team that went to the 1974 and 1975 
state tournaments 
under Coach 

Ralph McClone. As an adult, Greg 
has used his athletic talents to 
coach T-Ball, Little League, Legion 
baseball and youth basketball in the 
community of Menasha, where he 
resides with his wife and family.
 
Dan Johnson ’98 was a three-sport athlete with many 
accomplishments. A four-year player in baseball, Dan made all-
conference as a junior. In basketball, he was a three-year letter winner 
earning 2nd team all-conference as a senior. He was an integral 
part of the runner-up state team in 1998. Lettering in football all 
four years, Dan was named all-conference in 1997-98, conference 
defensive MVP in 1998 and the Post Crescent’s 1st team all-area in 
1998. One of Dan’s favorite memories is of playing in a regional final 
in the new Zephyr gym. He scored a three pointer with two seconds 
left in regulation to tie the game. Because opponent Winnebago 
Lutheran was given a technical for calling a timeout they didn’t 
have, he was able to make both free throws to win the game. Dan 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree from UW-River Falls and received 

an MBA from University of St. Thomas in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, in 2013. He is a head coach 
with the Eagan (MN) Athletic Association, 
a member of St. Ambrose Catholic Church 
in Woodbury, Minnesota and is employed 
as a vice president at Wells Fargo Wealth 
Management. Dan, his wife and their four 
children reside in Eagan, Minnesota.
 
Sarah Ott ’00 Crowe was an excellent 
two-sport athlete at SMC. Volleyball honors 
included being named 1st all-conference as a 
junior and 2nd team all-conference as a senior. 
As a varsity volleyball player, Sarah helped 
maintain SMC’s tradition of winning the 
regional title and competing at the last WISAA 
state tournament for a fifth consecutive year. 
In basketball, Sarah played on the varsity 
squad for three years, and was a member of 
the 1998 State Championship team. In 1999, 
Sarah was named the team defensive player of the year and earned 
1st team all conferences in 2000.  Sarah earned her degree in early 
childhood /elementary education from Marian University where she 
play womens volleyball. Sarah, who currently teaches and coaches 
at Holy Spirit School in Darboy, resides in Combined Locks with 
husband Brian and daughters, Alayna, Autumn and Ava.
 
The 1986 State Championship Softball Team members included 
Maureen Burns, Sandy Mix Campbell, Molly Cummings, Susan Day, 
Lynn Sell Dorn, Deb Reuter Eggers, Renee Gauthier, Tina Pendergast 
Heavener, Mary Huelsbeck, Leslie Andrews Ladewig, Jenny Wittman 
Lenz, Lisa Lenz Murray, Michelle Roth Perry, Jodi Rusch Schmidt, 
Shawn Geroux Swiechowski, Kellie Losselyong Szymonski, Brenda 
Tully, Jodi Niesen Van Rossum, Barb Winter, Dawn Thiede 
Wittmann, Head Coach Lois Zelinski-Henkel and Assistant Coach 
Bob Plath.

St. Mary Catholic Schools’ basketball program 
benefitted from the expertise and volunteer 
time of several alumni coaches. Brian Julius 
’90 coached fifth grade girls including his 
daughter, Kathryn.  Patti Houlihan ’75 
and Gary Roth ’66 coached sixth grade 
girls including Greta Norville, daughter of 
Michelle Fink ’98 Norville. In the boys 
program, Justin Susdorf ’01 and Joe Franzoi 
’00 led the sixth graders; Wade Uhlenbrauck 
’93 coached seventh graders, including son 
Trey; and  finally, the eighth graders were 
coached by Brian Beisenstein and Scott 
“Ziggy” Zielinski, from the Class of 1988.

Wade Uhlenbrauck Brian Julius

Joe Franzoi & Justin Susdorf

Brian Beisenstein & 
Scott Zielinski

Gary Roth & Patti Houlihan

ALUMNI COACH 
YOUNG ZEPHYRS

Greg Zielinksi

Dan Johnson

Sarah Ott

Who scored the first basket at 
the WISAA state tournament in 

both 1974 and 1975?  

Answer: 
St. Mary’s “Hondo” Zielinski

TOURNEY TRIVIA



Although it was a cold Monday in early February, the gym inside the Boys and Girls Brigade was 
hot with activity as the St. Mary Catholic High School varsity girls basketball team worked with 
eager Brigade boys and girls on their basketball skills.

 
Last year, Coach Kali Houselog ’04 Sawyer was 
approached by Paul Ruthven, gym activity coordinator 
with the Boys and Girls Brigade in Neenah who was 
looking for volunteers to teach middle-school aged kids 
basketball skills. Coach Sawyer knew it would be a good 
fit. “When Paul approached me, I knew we had to take the time out to work with these kids. The 
girls on the team already do a lot of service in the community, but I knew it would be a special 
experience to teach the Brigade kids something the girls are truly passionate about,” said Sawyer. 
Fellow SMC alumni David Weiss and Eric Neumeyer, who both graduated from SMC in 2002 

and who are also both on the staff at the Brigade, had a hand in encouraging Coach Sawyer and the team to work with the Brigade.
 
During the skills session, it was often difficult to tell who was more excited during the drills and games—the varsity players or the Brigade 
members.  Following the program, Mr. Ruthven commented that SMCHS puts on the best program and that he was impressed by the 
poise and maturity the team displayed. “It is very gratifying to see our kids interact with young adults who model the character traits 
(respect, sportsmanship, responsibility, teamwork) that we try to instill in our kids,” said Ruthven.
 
Coach Sawyer and the team finished up a fairly successful season and did well in the post-season tournament moving on to compete for 
the regional championship, after a year of rebuilding. Sawyer commented, “It has been my goal to return SMCHS Girls Basketball to the 
level it was in the past, and to rebuild the tradition of great student athletes. This varsity group has been taking monumental steps in that 
direction. I am so proud of the young women they are and the amazing role models they are for younger kids in the community!”

SMCHS GIRLS BB TEAM SHARES PASSION 
FOR THE GAME & COMMUNITY

During the 2015 Homecoming Week 
festivities, Gary Roth ’66 received the 
Alumni Distinguished Service Award. 
Gary has spent over 20 years coaching 
multiple sports for both St. Mary 
Catholic High School and other teams 
in the Neenah-Menasha community. 
 
The annual Leadership Day was held 
on May 4, 2016 at SMCHS. During 
this event, Sister Pamela Moehring 

was the honored recipient of the 2016 
Catholic Christian Service Award. 
Upon graduation, Sister Pamela (the 
former Judith Moehring ’60) entered 
the Community of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame in Milwaukee where she received 
her BS in Chemistry from Mount Mary 
University. Further degrees include 
a master’s earned at Oklahoma State 
University and a PhD in radiation 

biology from Oregon State University. Sister Pamela began her 
teaching career as a science teacher at Notre Dame High School 
in Milwaukee and also served on the staff of Caroline Academy 
in Mequon and Bishop Borgess High School in Detroit. With 

advancement in rank from instructor to professor, Sister Pamela 
taught biology at Mount Mary College from 1970-1996.  During 
this tenure, she also held the position of dean for graduate and 
continuing education. Since leaving the arena of education and 
administration, Sister Pamela has devoted her time as a full-time 
chaplain at St. Mary’s Hospital in Madison. 
 
The recipient of the 2016 Alumni 
Achievement Award is State Senator 
Roger Roth ’96. After graduation from 
St. Mary, Roger received his bachelor’s 
degree in history from UW-Oshkosh in 
2001. Since 2003, he has been a member 
of the Wisconsin Air National Guard 
and was deployed in the Iraq War. Roger 
served in the Wisconsin Assembly from 
2006-08 and was elected to the State Senate in 2014. Roger is a 
member of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity 
for Military Children and the State Capitol and Executive 
Residence Board. He is also a self-employed home builder with 
membership in the Valley Homebuilders Association, American 
Legion, AMVETS and the VFW.   Roger and his wife, Rebecca, 
reside in Appleton with their three children, Roger, Oliver and 
newborn Theodore James.  

Gary & Dianne Roth

Alumni Awards

Sister Pamela Moehring

Roger Roth



In the fall of 2016, with the help of generous benefactors, St. 
Mary Catholic Schools expanded the space used by the technology 
club in the building located near Zephyr Fields. The additional 
space allows those who are working on tasks requiring quiet 
concentration such 
as programming and 
journaling, and those 
who are working on 
building and running 
the robots, to have 
separate work areas. 
In addition, they 
were able to add an 
eighth grade team to 
the robotics program and have the space for the middle school’s 
FIRST Lego League to work on their projects. There is also now 
room for the group to begin expanding into additional areas of 
interest.  During the 2015-16 school year, 39 students (16%) were 
actively involved in the program. 
 
As of January 2016, the SMC Technology and Engineering 
Club changed its name to the SMCS STEM Club. This new 
name, which includes the acronym STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math), reflects the wider range of interests and 
activities among the group’s members, and the intention to 
work toward extending activities to younger students. While 
robotics will obviously remain a huge part of the club, mentors 
and members have already begun workshops in areas such as 
electronics, electrical engineering and aeronautics. Not a merely 
a hobby club, these STEM Club activities will include a strong 
educational component. 
 
Within the STEM Club, SMCHS had eight robotics teams that 
competed in the VEX Robotics program for the 2015-16 school 
year. The robotics teams continued their spirit of outreach to 
encourage an interest in STEM education among young people 
at schools around the Fox Cities where robotics team members 
demonstrated their robot projects, helped students operate the 
robots and talked to them about the importance and excitement of 
STEM education.
 
The SMCS STEM Club also has a strong focus on outreach to 
other robotics teams when they attend competitions at other 

locations as well. They are known for helping other teams who ask 
for assistance with their robot and programming projects. At the 
recent World Tournament, the team formed a relationship with 
first-time competitors from Iken, Ethiopia. After our team shared 
their knowledge (and cheeseheads!) with the Ethiopian team, they 
exchanged email addresses. The Z-Ballers plan to keep the alliance 
alive and help teach them about robot builds and to exchange 
ideas. This is an amazing opportunity for our students and they’re 
all in! 
 
The SMCS Robotics Teams continued to thrive throughout the 
competition season, winning 39 awards in 12 different categories, 
including four at the 2016 Wisconsin VEX Robotics State 
Championship in which they took first place for the third year in a 
row. Over the course of the season, SMCS teams were tournament 
champions six times, and tournament finalists six additional times. 
Ultimately, four SMCS teams qualified for and attended the U.S. 
Open Robotics Championship in Omaha, Nebraska. Shortly 
thereafter, one of the two SMCS teams that qualified for the 2016 
VEX Robotics World Championship attended the tournament 
in Louisville, Kentucky where they finished 30th of 100 in the 
world in the science division of competition, and 87th of 500 in 
programming. A nice finish to a very rewarding season.
 
Many students 
who participate 
in SMCS STEM 
Club have 
expressed interest 
in exploring other 
areas of science, 
technology, 
engineering 
and math in addition to robotics. In response to these requests, 
during the 2015-16 school year club mentors have made a diligent 
effort to expand beyond robotics and programming. The two 
initiatives that have been implemented so far—electrical/electronic 
technology and aeronautical engineering fundamentals-- have been 
received with great enthusiasm. Many students who participate 
in the SMCS STEM Club go on to study engineering or other 
related fields in college. We can’t wait to see what achievements 
these alumni will give us to report on in the future!

OUR THRIVING SMCS STEM CLUB

Sue Simonsen has had a positive 
influence on generations of Zephyrs 
over the past 19 years. In her role 
as teacher, high school principal 
and then returning as the alumni 
coordinator, Sue has been one of St. 
Mary Catholic Schools’ most vocal 
cheerleaders, strategic visionaries and 
spiritual role models. Because of her 
earlier positions at St. Mary Catholic High School, she was a 
natural when working with the alumni initiatives. Her wisdom 

and energy will be missed, but we are hopeful she will still grace 
the SMC bleachers once in a while. Thank you, Sue, for your 
dedication to SMCS!

Due to Sue Simonsen’s plan to leave mid-July, we are seeking to 
fill her shoes (a tough act to follow!) early this summer. This is a 
part-time position with flexible hours dependent upon events and 
work needed throughout the year. For a detailed job description 
or more information please contact Jennifer Miller, SMCS 
Director of Human Resources, at jmiller@smcatholicschools.org 
or (920)722-7796 ext. 206.

BIDDING SUE SIMONSEN A FOND FAREWELL…. AGAIN

Greg Cheslock ’73



    

ST. MARY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL YEAR END RECOGNITIONS
One important aspect of Leadership Day, in addition to honoring alumni and hearing their inspirational messages, 
is the announcement of student awards and honors at the afternoon assembly and the evening awards ceremony. 

Recognition of Delegates to:
  Badger Boys and Badger Girls State 
  Wisconsin Leadership Seminar 
  World Affairs Seminar
Athletic Director’s Participation Award
Athletic Integrity Award
Best Teammate / Leadership Award
Big East Conference Scholar Athletes
Cord recognition for Community Service 
Dedicated Artist Award 
Dibelius / Johnson Outstanding Male Athlete of the Year
Drama Director’s Award
Drama Growth Award
Drama Leadership Award
Emerging Artist Award
Exemplary Zephyr Award
Forensics Speaker of the Year
Impact Athletic Award
Individual & Team Strength & Conditioning Awards
Tassel Recognition of Key Club members
Most-Improved Athlete Award 
Principal’s Award  
National Honor Society Inductees 
Strive Award
Student Leadership Award
Zephyr Competitor Award
Zelinski / Friedrichs Outstanding Female Athlete of the Year

FORTY-NINE STUDENTS GRADUATED ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 25 
AS THE CLASS OF 2016. CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!

34 students received an academic letter
22 students received an academic medal
16 seniors received an academic plaque
One student was recognized as a National Merit Commended Student
One student was recognized as a National Merit Finalist and scholarship recipient
Twenty six graduates were awarded 62 different scholarships (both local and 
   from universities)

IN ADDITION TO THE AWARDS:

AMONG THE HONORS BESTOWED THAT DAY WERE:



1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah, WI  54956

SMCS is placing a priority on providing adequate and equitable competition facilities 
for our teams! Coming soon to the campus of St. Mary Catholic High School:

• New softball field
• Practice field for soccer and football
• Equipment storage building with room for team gatherings
• A canopy over the batting cage that will protect the baseball and softball teams from 
  inclement weather and the sun
 
Work has already begun on campus so the practice fields will be ready for fall sports, 
and the new diamond will be ready for next year’s softball team!
 
Financial support to complete the field development project comes from generous 
gifts from many other donors and community members. Help is still needed, however, 
and alumni, parents and friends of SMCS athletics who appreciate the need for these 
improvements are encouraged to make a donation.
 
The SMCS Booster Club will match, up to a total of $10,000, any donation made 
to support the Zephyr Fields of Dreams initiative. Please consider helping with this 
project by sending a gift to the Zephyr Fields of Dreams Project, c/o St. Mary Catholic 
High School, 1050 Zephyr Drive, Neenah, WI 54956. Donations are also being 
accepted online: visit the SMCS website at smcatholicschools.org and click on the 
Zephyr Fields of Dreams box or visit the SUPPORT US page.

Visit the Booster Club 
on the high school 
athletics page at 

smcatholicschools.org 
to find out how to 

become a supporting 
Booster Backer!

BLUE INN DANCE…
The Blue Inn Dance is returning to Smith Park 
this month!  Some of you may remember this 
social event from the 1950s and 1960s. This 
dance party to benefit SMCHS and Menasha High 
School will be held Saturday, June 25, 2016 from 
7:00 – 11:00 p.m. at Smith Park. Great raffle 
prizes will be available, with the two high schools 
sharing the proceeds. 
 
Special offer! For any alumni returning to town for 
the event, the Bridgewood Resort and Hotel will 
offer a special room rate of only $109.00/night on 
June 24 & 25. The number of rooms is limited, so 
call (920) 720-8000 to reserve now!  You must 
mention the event name to receive the discount.

IT’S THE ZEPHYR 
FIELDS OF DREAMS PROJECT!


