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At every level of education in TCCES schools, faith is an 
essential part of the school environment. For TCCES art 
teachers, the connection is a natural one. Whether working 
to inspire the kindergartner drawing with a crayon or the 
high school senior creating an intricate sculpture, TCCES art 
instructors are able to embrace the emotional and historical 
significance of faith in art.  

“It is wonderful 
to work in an 
environment 
where I am able 
to incorporate 
Christian values 
into my students’ 
art products,” says 
elementary art 
instructor Julie Tews. 
“The connection 
is so natural and 

timeless!” The main goal at this age level, Tews says, is to help 
students to realize they become artists simply by creating art, 
and because they have been given gifts and talents by God.  
Inspired by this year’s system-wide focus on the names of Jesus, 
Tews’s younger elementary students drew pictures of Jesus 
as Rabbi, mindful of the climate and clothing of His time. 
Students in third through fifth grade each selected a few names 
for Jesus and decorated brick-sized panels with corresponding 
illustrations and symbols. The “bricks” hang throughout the 
three elementary schools, and serve as reminders of God’s 
presence and as a way to learn more about His son.

Even those who do 
not come from a 
religious tradition 
recognize its role 
in art, according to 
Seton art instructor 
Margaret Koskinen. 
“Faith has been 
a real source of 
artistic inspiration 
throughout history,” 
she says. “This in 

itself has made it simple to use religious art as a learning tool, as 
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well as an inspiration.” During this school year, Koskinen 
is doing at least one religious-themed project with each 
of her classes. After studying facial features, the sixth 
graders created colorful aluminum angels adorned with 
permanent markers, adding their own ideas in the details. 
Seventh graders learned about the notion of the face being 
a window to the soul and created angel faces to emulate 
those placed on Puritan tombstones, exploring sculpture 
as well as how serious religious ideas are symbolized. In 
preparation to create copper Celtic crosses, eighth grade 
students will study Celtic Christian culture, art and 
religious ideas, finally incorporating them into this year-end 
project. Her middle school students, Koskinen says, have 
always been very interested and open to religious theme, 
seeming to understand its educational and emotional value. 
“Religious art is emotional, which gives added meaning to 
its creator. My students can connect with that.” 

A special project at St. Mary Central High School was 
commissioned by religion teacher Gail Hawley and 
completed by art teacher Remy Tischer and 39 SMC 
students. A beautiful 10-foot tall quilted image of Mary 
cradling a 
bouquet of 
lilies was 
created and 
unveiled at the 
Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
liturgy in 
December. 
Although many 
possibilities 
for the design 
were discussed, 
Tischer 
ultimately 
decided upon 
a quilt that could be divided up into squares, enabling a 
larger number of student artists to be involved. “I stressed 
the significance of this banner to the community and that 
they should take pride in knowing that it would be used for 
many years to come,” Tischer reflects.

continued on page 3



First semester hiGhliGhts
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The Seton FIRST Team 
competed at the state 
tournament in December.

St. Mary Elementary students 
engage in a hands-on science 
lab project.

St. Margaret Mary students show 
off their healthy living superhero 
t-shirt designs.

The SMC Band performs at 
the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception liturgy.

The St. Gabriel book club “Hooked 
on Books” meets weekly.

TCCES students and faculty were among more 
than 10,000 at the diocesan All-Catholic-schools 
liturgy at the Resch Center.*

*Photo by Sam Lucero | The Compass
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A hero’s leGACy insPires sCholArshiP
From a very young age, Mr. Harold Roggenbauer gave to 
his community. In 1944, as a private first class in the U.S. 
Army Air Force, his duty was to rescue crewmembers from 
crash landings and fires. As a result of injuries sustained 
while performing these duties, he was granted permanent 
disability and was honorably discharged. Roggenbauer spent 
the remainder of his life in a veterans’ military hospital in 
Wisconsin. 

After Roggenbauer’s death in April 2010, Harold’s sister 
and her husband wanted to pay tribute to her brother in 
a meaningful way, and chose to do so by establishing an 
SMC endowment for tuition assistance. As the parents of St. 
Mary alumni and the grandparents of two TCCES students, 
they know and believe in the outstanding educational 
opportunities provided by TCCES schools. 

Because Roggenbauer was never able to complete the 
education he had planned to pursue, helping students 
to achieve the dream of a Catholic education seemed a 
natural fit. “One could look upon my brother’s life as lost 
or unfulfilled, but it was not.  His devoted caregivers loved 
him and called him a ‘gentle giant’,” his sister reflects. “He 

lives on if this 
monetary gift gives 
a higher meaning 
and direction to the 
students it benefits.”  
The family’s choice 
to establish an 
endowment for 
tuition assistance for 
students at St. Mary 
Central High School 
is a fitting way to 
honor a young 
man who sacrificed 
much, and a is lasting legacy of his generosity. The TCCES 
community is grateful to Mr. Roggenbauer for his service 
to his country, and to his family for sharing his story and 
establishing this generous assistance.

To learn more about creating a scholarship or contributing 
to TCCES tuition assistance, please contact Director of 
Advancement Ann Engelhard at aengelhard@tcces.k12.wi.us. 
Either may be reached at 722-7796. 

continued from cover 
At the high school level, Tischer finds, students are addressing more 
personal issues and making choices that mold them into adults and 
impact their approach to art. In high school art, the kids are influenced 
by their own personal beliefs, morals, traditions, and their social settings. 
“It becomes very evident in their artwork and the message their work 
conveys,” she says, “when they are working from the heart with their 
talents and gifts from God.” Partly to nurture the integral connection 
between faith and art, Tischer has each student design and create a clay 
faith box that incorporates his or her own unique artistic design and a 
favorite Bible passage that best reflects his or her personal faith journey.  
“I enjoy integrating Christ into student work,” Tischer shares, “and I 
look forward to doing it even more as our program at SMC continues to 
build.” 

Art And FAith: nAturAl PArtners in tCCes sChools
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By meeting the 
extensive criteria of 
Wisconsin Religious 
and Independent 
Schools Accreditation 
(WRISA), TCCES 

has renewed its accreditation through the agency. Upon 
accreditation, TCCES entered a seven-year cycle, during 
which annual reports detailing progress in meeting yearly 

goals will be submitted. At the end of the cycle, TCCES will 
again conduct a self-study, submit a new long-range plan to 
the WRISA Board of Directors and host site visits.  

In addition to the system-wide accreditation with WRISA, St. 
Mary Central High School is accredited through AdvancED/
NCA, the largest accrediting agency in the nation for high 
schools and colleges.  
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tCCes eArns reACCreditAtion 

This year, St. Mary Central High School took a giant leap 
in preparing its students for the future with the successful 
implementation of the one-to-one laptop program for all 
students. This progressive move is now instrumental in 
arming SMC graduates with 21st Century critical thinking 
skills and mastery of digital technology. Now striving for a 
deeper global perspective and readiness for future educational 
and business opportunities for its students, SMC is again 
breaking new ground in the Fox Cities. 

Beginning in Fall 2011, SMC students will have the 
opportunity to engage in a core four-year course in Mandarin 
Chinese and classes in Chinese history and culture, taught 
by Ms. Ping Cheng. Ms. Cheng, an experienced Chinese 
educator who also holds a Masters Degree in English 
education, will begin her tenure at SMC in February 2011. 

St. Mary Central High School is making this significant 
commitment to equip its students to prepare for and 
participate in the following realities:

• Increasingly, the preferred secondary language for business 
and diplomatic communication is Mandarin Chinese, which 
is spoken by more than one billion people -- that’s one out 
of every six, worldwide. It is also the most-spoken native 
language, and the second-most-used language on the Internet.

• China’s vast domestic markets are opening to American 
products and technology, and its manufacturers are vital 

suppliers to American companies and consumers, meaning 
new challenges and opportunities for American businesses.

• Chinese is one of the five languages deemed by the United 
States government to be of “critical importance.”

As China’s economic and cultural presence grows, it is 
becoming imperative that we be able to communicate 
effectively. And we must begin now, as American students’ 
counterparts in Western Europe, South America and India 
are already studying Mandarin Chinese at a rate surpassing 
even English, preparing our competitors to do business with 
China, perhaps in our place.

Patrick Batey, principal of St. Mary Central, is proud of the 
school community’s willingness to forge new paths. “The 
future that awaits today’s high school graduates is vastly 
different from what their parents may have even dreamed 
of. This opportunity to work toward fluency in Mandarin 
Chinese is just one more tool that SMC students will have to 
prepare them for that future.” 

“Coupled with SMC’s one-to-one technology, as well as 
university-level and Advanced Placement (AP) courses, 
this new Chinese program will help build the foundation 
for SMC students to compete at top-ranking colleges and 
universities  - - and ultimately to contribute significantly to 
society.”

st. mAry CentrAl’s Quest For eXCellenCe
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spring semester 2011

FeBruAry 
18  TCCES Cross Country Ski Candlelit Ski
24  SMC Junior Zephyr Night
25  Winter Break—no school
26  VEX Robotics Tournament

mArCh
9  Ash Wednesday Liturgy at all schools
18-27  Spring Break

APril
1  End of third quarter—early dismissal
1-3  SMC Musical “Anything Goes”
6  TCCES Celebration of the Arts
12  Seton JAM Concert
21  Holy Thursday Day of Reflection at all schools
22-25  Easter Break

mAy
3  St. Gabriel Elementary Spring Concert
5  St. Mary Elementary Spring Concert
7  Zephyrfest
10  St. Margaret Mary Spring Concert
16  SMC Spring Concert
19-21 Seton Musical “Annie, Jr.”
21  TCCES Elementary Band Trip
23  Seton Spring Choir Concert
24  Seton Spring Band Concert
30  Memorial Day—no school

June
1  Seton Graduation
2  SMC Baccalaureate Mass & Graduation
3  Last day of school—early dismissal 

uPCominG eVents

did you KnoW? 
In addition to raising money to purchase specific items and support 
programs at their schools, each TCCES elementary school’s parent 
organization donates ten percent (10%) of the proceeds from 
school fundraisers to tuition assistance at their school.  

Every penny counts! Why not join other TCCES parents in 
making a Catholic education affordable for all by making your 
own contribution to your favorite school’s tuition assistance fund? 
What a way to make a difference!
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tCCes AWArds

In order to recognize and show appreciation for the outstanding 
performance and dedication of its faculty and staff, Twin City 
Catholic Educational System established three awards in 2009. Please 
review the following criteria and nominate your favorite TCCES 
faculty or staff member today. The nomination form can be found 
online at www.tcces.org. Nominations will be accepted until April 
18, 2011.

The St. John Baptist de la Salle Outstanding Teacher Award is 
presented each year to a current TCCES teacher who continually 
inspires and academically challenges his or her students.  This 
award recognizes excellence in teaching with a focus on creativity 
and rapport with students, a positive attitude and outstanding 
instruction.  

The St. Frances Xavier Positive Influence Award is presented 
to a current TCCES teacher or staff member who has made an 
exceptional difference in the lives of students and their families.

The  St. Anne Award for TCCES Spirit is presented to a current 
teacher or staff member who shows outstanding commitment to 
presenting all TCCES schools in a positive manner, and who works 
to retain and recruit TCCES students and families to all of our 
schools. 

The first winners of these three awards were Seton teacher Jill 
Ahles, St. Mary Elementary teacher Pat Bowen, and St. Gabriel 
Administrative Assistant Kathy Bergholz, respectively.  Nominate 
your favorite teacher or staff member today!

nominAtions souGht
did you KnoW? 
It takes more than a student’s tuition and parish 
support to educate a child. You can bridge that gap 
by “adopting” a student and covering the difference 
between the annual cost to educate a student and 
the amount covered by tuition and parish subsidy.
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CAtholiC sChools WeeK 2011

st. Gabriel elementary
900 Geiger Street
Neenah, WI 54956
920-725-4161
Fax: 920-722-2566

st. margaret mary elementary
610 Division Street
Neenah, WI 54956
920-729-4565
Fax: 920-729-4567 

st. mary elementary
540 Second Street
Menasha, WI 54952
920-725-5351
Fax: 920-725-7612 

tcces.org
6

“In addition to the fun and service activities during Catholic Schools Week, each year we 
bring our students in grades K-12 together for a prayerful celebration of our faith. It is very 
powerful to see our students gathered as one community to give praise to our God.”                     
                   -Michael Sullivan, TCCES President



seton Catholic middle school
312 Nicolet Boulevard
Menasha, WI 54952
920-727-0279
Fax: 920-727-1215

st. mary Central high school
1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah, WI 54956
920-722-7796
Fax: 920-722-5940 

tCCes Business office
1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah, WI 54956
920-722-7796
Fax: 920-722-5940

Every Tuesday at 8:15 a.m.
Mass with St. Gabriel Elementary at parish church 

Every Thursday at 9:15 a.m.
Mass or prayer service with Seton at St. Patrick Church 

Every Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Mass with St. Margaret Mary Elementary at parish church

Every Friday at 8:10 a.m.
Mass with St. Mary Elementary at parish church

First Friday of every month all day
Eucharistic Adoration at SMC 
(February 4, March 4, April 1, May 6) 

Wednesday March 9 (Ash Wednesday)
Liturgy at elementary parishes, St. Patrick parish and SMC 

The St. Mary Central Zephyrs have a new mascot leading 
cheers and spreading goodwill throughout TCCES! The 
Zephynator was introduced at a pep rally at SMC this fall 
and, along with the new SMC Pep Club, has been bringing 
fans to their feet to cheer on Zephyr teams, from athletics to 
robotics.
 
The initial funding for the new mascot was raised at SMC’s 
25th Anniversary Zephyrfest in March 2010. A tray of 
delectable brownies, baked by Principal Patrick Batey, was 
auctioned off, with the proceeds going toward the design and 
purchase of SMC’s first official mascot. 
 
“To be honest, it was a challenge to come up with a design 
for a Zephyr mascot,” says TCCES Director of Admissions, 
Jennifer Miller, who took on the mission of bringing the 
mascot to life. “I met with approximately 40 students to come 
up with some ideas for what we wanted --a train of some sort 
that looks strong and tough, but still kind of friendly.”  After 
about eight trips to the drawing board, the committee ap-
proved a final design, and the mascot was created. “The whole 
group that worked on the design was very excited and really 
pleased,” Miller recalls, “to see how their ideas transferred 
from paper to the actual costume.” 

Once the mascot materialized, he 
needed a name. Students submitted 
a number of ideas and the whole 
student body voted. Finally, “The 
Zephynator” was christened and 
introduced at a fall sports pep rally. 
In his first appearance, the mascot 
helped new students learn the school song and some cheers. 
“He’s really creating a lot of energy and getting people pepped 
up so they want to participate and support the teams,” says 
SMC senior Morgan Krieck.  
 
As the mascot design was underway, teachers Trish Reichen-
berger and Ann Hoernke began working with SMC students 
eager to enhance school spirit. The SMC Pep Club now has 
15 members who meet regularly to plan special activities, de-
velop cheers and help boost overall school spirit. It is consid-
ered an honor among members of the SMC Pep Club to take 
turns donning the costume to lead fans in cheering at sports 
events and school competitions of all kinds.  

By purchasing a “Super Fan” t-shirt from the SMC Pep Club 
for only $5.00, you can show your Zephyr spirit and help 
defray the cost of bringing The Zephynator to SMC. Then, be 
sure to shake his hand at the next SMC event you attend!

Join us For A FAith eXPerienCe
Wednesday March 16 at 9:15 a.m.
Reconciliation at Seton 

Wednesday April 6 at 9:15 a.m.
Reconciliation at SMC 

Thursday April 21 (Holy Thursday)
Living Stations of the Cross at SMC
Day of Reflection at all schools 

Friday May 13 at 8:00 a.m.
Anointing Mass at SMM 

Wednesday May 25 at 9:15 a.m.
Mass at SMC 

the zePhynAtor
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1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah, WI  54956

tCCes students hAVe Been Busy 
in our Community….

assisting at Quarry Quest… painting 60 Halloween pumpkins and donating them to a local nursing 
home... writing cards to soldiers who were stationed away for the holidays… donating $50 

toward mailing costs for holiday packages for soldiers… volunteering at parish holiday events… purchasing 
and donating new books for the Give-a-Kid-a-Book program… purchasing supplies for patients at 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin… sending Christmas e-cards to military servicewomen and 

servicemen… participating in the “Souper Bowl of Caring”… creating fleece blankets and making 
homemade treats for St. E’s Cancer Center… hosting community blood drives… purchasing 

milk and turkeys for families in need… coordinating Thanksgiving food drive… serving lunch regularly 
at the Fox Valley Community Table… participating in an all-school service morning… mentoring 

young students through Best Friends... collecting $1500 for holiday “adopt a family” program… 
donating 60 bags of groceries and personal hygiene products to St. Thomas’s Double Portion food 

pantry… donating $350 to Harbor House… giving $150 to the Foundation for Children with Cancer 
on “Cancer Hats-On Day”… collecting baby items for needy families… collecting supplies for the Fox 
Valley Humane Society… donating $145 and more than 300 items to the St. Vincent Food Pantry… 

performing for residents at Park View Health Care Center… raising more than $10,000 for the 
family of a student battling cancer… assembling 169 gift boxes for Operation Christmas Child… 

donating more than 2000 undergarments and socks for the Neenah/Menasha Christmas Giving project… 
donating more than 400 cans of food to the St. Joseph Food Pantry

did you KnoW? 
TCCES has opportunities for PK-12 
students to tour/shadow at any of 
our five campuses.  We are currently 
enrolling for the 2011-2012 school 
year.  

Contact Director of Admissions 
Jennifer Miller to set up an 
appointment today!

722-7796x206 or 
jmiller@tcces.k12.wi.us


