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In keeping with its commitment to providing an outstanding 
Catholic education for students, St. Mary Catholic Schools will 
be participating in Project Lead The Way (PLTW) beginning in 
the fall of 2016!
 

There is a heightened concern within the 
Fox Cities business and manufacturing 
communities that many potential employees 
do not have the technical and problem-
solving skills that are essential in today’s 

evolving workplace. SMCS researched ways to best prepare 
students for the future while acting as responsible members of 
the greater community, and found that PLTW stands alone in 
addressing these core objectives. Project Lead The Way is the 
nation’s leading provider of K-12 STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math)-based programs. Its project-based 
curriculum and high-quality teacher professional development, 
combined with an engaged network of educators and corporate 
partners, helps students develop the skills they need to be 
successful in post-secondary education and beyond.
 
SMCS has developed a three-year implementation plan for 
PLTW involving SMCS principals and science teachers as well 
as a visionary group of community professionals in STEM 
fields. The plan includes the following “Launch” (elementary), 
“Gateway” (middle school), and “Pathways” (high school) 
program components:
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 • For 2016-17, we will incorporate two Launch modules   
    for the 4th and 5th grade students at all SMCS 
    elementary campuses, as well as Gateway units in 
    computer science for grades 6 and 7.

• In 2017-18, we plan to add two more Launch modules 
   in grades 2 and 3 and introduce a Pathways computer 
   science module at the high school. The high school   
   modules will be elective (rather than required) courses.

• By 2018-19, all SMCS K-12 students will have access 
   to PLTW, with additional modules in engineering 
   science and perhaps other areas being incorporated at the 
   high school level.

For more details 
about Project Lead 

The Way, visit 
www.pltw.org. 

“The importance of STEM education cannot be overestimated in 
today’s world,” stated St. Mary Catholic Schools President Helen 
Englebert. “We are proud of the education our knowledgeable 
faculty provides, and are pleased to equip them with additional 

tools to best prepare our students for success. Even those 
students who do not go on to STEM-oriented careers benefit 
from the 21st century skills such as critical thinking and 
collaboration that are integral to PLTW. Our three-year plan 
will enable us to implement the program effectively and 
thoroughly.”
 

PLTW will be a perfect enhancement of the 
science curriculum at St. Mary Catholic Schools!

http://www.pltw.org
http://www.smcatholicschools.org


The development of each of the five strategic 
plan initiatives is being headed by a member of 
the SMCS Board of Trustees or staff, working 
in conjunction with a task force consisting of 
system personnel and community volunteers. 
Each group has determined who will be 
directly impacted by their specific initiative 
(the stakeholders), and are meeting regularly to 

develop recommendations for meeting the goals. Each committee will 
report to the board of trustees at the monthly meeting.
 
The vision/goal for the strategic plan is:

SMCS is acknowledged for its academic excellence and delivery of 
an exceptional student experience. The system is financially stable 
(as defined by decreased line of credit, increased revenue, balanced 
budget) to ensure the long-term feasibility and continuation of 
SMCS Catholic education. 
 
The initiatives and the members of the associated task force are:

Advance Catholic education as an investment in developing dynamic 
Catholic disciples through academic and spiritual leadership
Board champion: Jeff Berg; task force: Molly Griffin, Mary Lou Kalaus, 
Sue Simonsen
 
Develop and implement recruitment and retention strategies that 
grow enrollment
Board champion: Pam Seidl; task force: Liz Uhlenbrauck, Michelle 
Meyer, Pam Pingel, Jyll Scanlan, Heather Voss, Shelley Wautlet, 
Katie Weber
 
Establish a financially stable business model
Board champion: Dan Engelhard; task force: Helen Englebert, 
Nancy Braatz, Chris Hartrich
 
Deliver academic excellence
Board champions: Kathleen Healy, Kristin Bergstrom; task force: Pat 
Batey, Eleanor Healy, Jeanine Leege, Christina Turner, Mike Zuleger
 
Deliver an exceptional student experience
SMCS champion: Jennifer Miller; task force: Adam Bates, Steward 
Koskinen, Sue Pawlowski, Ann Rasmussen, Jason Tursky, students 
and teachers

SMCS STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE

St. Mary Catholic Schools, in partnership with family, Church and community, 
provides a quality Catholic education that is focused on faith, academics, service 
and personal development from preschool through high school to influence a 
rapidly changing world.

MISSION STATEMENT

SMCS offers sincere thanks to Pam Seidl for her 
leadership and service as chairperson of the SMCS 
Board of Trustees. As of July 1, Nancy Braatz, parent of 
an SMCHS alumna and a senior, and an accountant by 
profession, will assume the responsibilities of chairing 
the board of trustees.
 
We also thank outgoing board members Jeff Berg,  
Steward Koskinen, Sue Pawlowski and Ann Rasmussen 
for their dedication, and warmly welcome Paul Seveska 
and Lori Vegso.

Recently, we asked students at 
St. Mary Catholic Middle School why they 

think Catholic education is important. 
You will find their insightful answers 

throughout this newsletter.

“Catholic education is important because it gives 
students a more in-depth look at our faith. We are 

shown how God is a part of everything we do.”  
 –Maddie, St. Gabriel Parish

“Catholic education is important because in 
public schools they don’t teach you about the 

Good News or Jesus.” 
–Morganne, St. John/Sacred Heart Parish

“Catholic education is important because…
it goes beyond a normal education. It fulfills

 your need to know more about God.” 
–Emma, First Presbyterian Church



Project Lead The Way is laying the 
foundation, and SMCS is ready to 
follow as we get ready to build a K-12 
STEM-based program. But first things 
first. Teachers need training--and what 
better way than to bring lead teachers 
to Milwaukee School of Engineering 
and provide them with the background 
and skills needed to train other 
teachers!

 
Recently, I was fortunate to spend time with two PLTW master 
educators who are actively teaching the curriculum that we are 
being trained to implement at our home schools. They know 
the ins and outs of what works in the classroom and what 
doesn’t. On day one we focused on the activities, projects, and 
problems that students would face in a kindergarten classroom 
as we learned about “The Structure and Function of the 
Human Body,” one of the biomedical modules. In this hands-
on and engaging module we explored various body systems 
and structures within the human body. Teachers-as-students 

gained experience working with and creating models of working 
lungs and arms using common materials. We even created a 
prototype of a waterproof cast. Then roles were reversed and we 
looked behind the scenes at the professional development and 
support available to educators who will be teaching modules in 
engineering, computer science, and biomedical strands.

Additional SMCS educators will be trained this summer to 
prepare for implementation of PLTW in our schools at the 
elementary level through the Launch program and at the 
middle school through the Gateway program this upcoming 
fall. Classroom teachers will participate in on-site professional 
development prior to the release of the curriculum for each 
specific grade level.
 
I am looking forward to returning to MSOE in August to 
supplement my training with a fun-filled day of VEX IQ 
robotics! Look out SMCS robotics teams, we are creating a 
new pipeline of up-and-coming engineers, programmers, and 
medical technicians--I think our teams will continue to qualify 
for both Nationals and Worlds for years to come!

IF WE LEAD, THEY WILL FOLLOW
By Karie Ann Zeinert, Project Lead The Way Lead Teacher for Launch 

To prepare for the first phase of implementation, three SMCS 
instructors—Jill Ahles (who is also the project leader), Rob 
Srnka and Karie Ann Zeinert—are attending training sessions 
over the summer to become PLTW-certified, and will return 
to SMCS ready to share what they have learned and lead 
collaboration among their peers to ensure a strong foundation 
for the program. See the corresponding article by PLTW Lead 
Teacher Karie Ann Zeinert to find out more.

In addition to teacher preparation, a visionary group of 
community professionals with expertise in STEM-related fields 

or businesses has been established to act as resources, help 
implement innovative ideas and act as classroom consultants 
to support the PLTW curriculum. This partner group will also 
involve SMCS educators and representative students who will 
asked to be part of the advisory team. The next meeting will 
take place in September, and the group will meet several times a 
year thereafter.
 
With Project Lead The Way, St. Mary Catholic Schools is on 
the threshold of an exciting new era in preparing students for 
the future and equipping them to thrive and succeed!

continued from cover



SPRING STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

The SMCHS forensic program sent six students to the 
forensic state competition, where they earned four gold 
medals, two silvers and a bronze. Each of the teams from 
grades 5-8 also did a fantastic job at their competitions.

For the third year in a row, a St. Mary Catholic High School 
robotics team won the Wisconsin State VEX Championship! 
Acting as captain of the winning alliance, SMCHS’s Syntax Error 
also took home the State Champion’s Design Award. Syntax 
Error and Z-Ballers both qualified to compete in the world 
championship, and the Z-Ballers traveled to Louisville, Kentucky 
to participate in the event in April. 

Students from SMCMS 
competed against 78 four-person 
teams from area middle schools  
in the Xavier Math Bowl. All 
of our SMCMS teams were 
outstanding, and our sixth grade 
boys-- although they had only 
three people competing and 
thus had to take a zero for their 
fourth score-- tied for first place. 

Four SMCHS 
students competed 
in German Day at 
UW-Madison, earning 
first place in the high 
school division in 
competition with 
schools of all sizes. 

The Letter People help students 
learn to read!

St. Mary Catholic Middle School 
packed the house for Bye Bye Birdie.

SMCMS students laid a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

SMCS fourth graders stepped back 
in time at Heritage Hill.

SMCS students enjoyed celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo.

SMCHS students hosted a Chinese 
New Year Festival.



OUR F.A.T.E. IS IN YOUR HANDS!
In a strategic move designed to fund important initiatives well 
into the future, St. Mary Catholic Schools used a portion of 
the proceeds from an estate gift, as well as private donations, to 
establish four endowed funds. Collectively known by the acronym 
F.A.T.E. (Fine arts, Athletics/activities, Technology, Emerging 
educators), these accounts will provide future funding for 
initiatives in those four areas that are not covered by the system’s 
budget. They are also a way for SMCS supporters to direct their 

donations to an area 
in which they are 
particularly interested.

•  The fine arts fund 
was created to assist 
with costs for special 
projects or needs 
relevant to SMCS fine 
arts programming and 
the Jane Bergstrom Fine 
Arts Education Center.

•  The athletic/activities 
fund was created from 
an existing athletic 
fund, which was 
established in 2011 as a 

means of supporting special athletic department needs or projects 
that are not covered in the system’s or the SMCS Booster Club’s 
annual budget.

• The technology 
fund was created to 
supplement funding for 
technology upgrades, 
system maintenance 
and equipment needs 
that are not covered 
by the system’s annual 
budget.

• The emerging 
educators fund was 

created to supplement the income of beginning educators (in 
their second through sixth year of teaching) in the form of a 
bonus for choosing to teach in a Catholic school.  Qualified 
teachers can apply on an annual basis.

The general policy for the investment of the endowment funds 
is mainly directed at preserving the principal of the fund, 
and secondarily at securing reasonable income and capital 
appreciation. Once the funds reach $10,000 in value and have 
existed for at least one year, distributions from the funds will be 
made in accordance with the SMCS Endowment Fund Board’s 

policy of at least 5% 
of the principal each 
year. Distribution of 
the interest earned 
on each fund will 
be determined by 
a group of SMCS 
personnel familiar 
with the particular 
initiative. 

“Catholic education is important because…
it goes beyond a normal education. It fulfills 

your need to know more about God.” 
–Emma, First Presbyterian Church

“Catholic education is important because is 
public schools they don’t teach you about the 

Good News or Jesus.” 
–Morganne, St. John/Sacred Heart Parish

Do you have a passion for supporting fine arts, athletics/
activities, technology or teachers new to the profession? If 
so, please consider donating to one of the SMCS F.A.T.E. 

funds to provide a reliable source of funding  
that will ensure students’ success for years to come.  

Contact Director of Fund Development and  
Community Relations Michelle Dejno for details at 

mdejno@smcatholicschools.org or 722-7796 ext 201.



ON THE RUN
“A runner must run with dreams in his heart.”  
-Emil Zatopek, Three-time Czech gold medalist in 1952 Summer Olympics

In keeping with the commitment to educating the whole student—mind, body 
and spirit—St. Mary Catholic Schools proudly offers a variety of opportunities 
for students to experience one of the most rewarding and beneficial life activities: 
running. 

Having just completed its fourth year in our elementary schools, the SMCS-
sponsored Girls On The Run (GOTR) program has grown from eight participants 
in spring 2013 to about 21 from all three schools last fall. Based on a 20-lesson 
curriculum, Girls on the Run establishes a lifetime appreciation of health and 
fitness using dynamic interactive lessons and running games. The program 
culminates with the girls being physically and emotionally prepared to complete a 
celebratory 5k running event. 

In 2014, in response to requests for a “Boys On The Run” program, SMCS set up a 
5K running club for boys and girls in grades 3-5, in which younger students may also participate if accompanied by a parent. This 
homegrown program that runs for eight weeks in the spring had about 20 participants this year and also culminates with a 5K run. 
In addition, St. Mary Elementary has for years participated in the annual Menasha citywide track and field event.

At the middle school level, SMCS students have traditionally participated in cross country 
in the fall—with nearly 50 runners last fall! The team’s season usually consists of competing 
with other middle schools from across the Fox Cities including Neenah, Menasha, 
Kaukauna and Kimberly. In fall of 2015, SMCS took eight middle school runners to the 
Big East Conference Sectional Meet in Sheboygan, which had a middle school division, 
and an SMCMS team of five took first place! 

Unable to offer track and field due to the lack of practice space at the old building, the 
school system has not previously offered a middle school track team. This year, however, 
in preparation for an “official” team during the 2016-17 school year, SMCS Enrichment 
Program offered the Zephyr Olympics, a six-event competition that middle school 
students prepared for with the help of SMCHS track athletes. The older students coached 

SPRING STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

Joyful days as we prepare for First 
Eucharist!

The Zephyr Players brought down the 
house with Footloose!

The Stations of the Cross are 
an important part of our Lenten 
celebrations.

SMCS eighth grader Alex Ullrich 
was one of only eight students from 
the Fox Cities area who qualified to 
compete in the state geography bee 
in Madison.



the middle school students in running various distances and starting block 
strategies, as well as a variety of field events including shotput, disc, running 
long jump and high jump. They successfully focused on skill development and 
fostering the comradery that the high school team is known for.  Zephyr Olympics 
culminated with a competition in which bronze, silver and gold medals were 
awarded to the top finishers in each grade level. Next spring, SMCMS will have its 
own track and field team that will practice with the high school athletes and will 
compete against other area middle schools.

The high school’s cross country team consisted of 19 members last fall. Known 
for a grueling workout but a great team culture, the SMCHS cross country team 
begins each season with a three-day overnight camp, competes in a number of 
races, supports the Fox Cities Marathon by distributing materials door-to-door 
and sponsoring a water station, hosts a dinner for SMCMS runners and their 
families, and finishes the season with a unique closing ceremony.  Over the last 
nine years, SMCHS has qualified eight individuals for the state meet.

SMCHS track boasted 25 boys and 12 girls in the spring of 2016, and what a 
season it was! The combined team broke eight school records (boys: 6, girls: 2), enjoyed all-conference honors in eight events (boys: 5,  
girls: 3) and saw three individual boys finish as conference champs in their respective events. In their first-ever conference 
championship, the boys team finished the season at the top of the Big East Conference 
and took first place at eight of the 12 meets in which they competed. Five runners also 
competed and finished well at the state meet in La Crosse.

In addition to the running opportunities during the school year, SMCS offers 
a summer cross country camp in which about 25 students regularly participate 
throughout the summer. The purpose of the camp is to help young runners develop 
confidence, endurance, strength and the understanding that running is a social, fun 
sport that EVERYONE can do. This is achieved through playing running games such 
as trail tag, scavenger hunts, water balloon tosses, water relay races, running to parks 
and playing grounders or slide relays, the 100 game (keep running the 100 dash faster 
and faster), hide the watermelon and, of course, the favorite: the ice cream run!

Mardi Gras is always a fun day at  
St. Mary Catholic Middle School.

The Stations of the Cross are 
an important part of our Lenten 
celebrations.

Young fans and Zephyr basketball 
players enjoyed hanging out 
together.

SMCHS sophomore Erik Meier was 
one of eight students chosen for All-
Conference Honors in the Fox Valley  
Math League, which includes students 
in grades 9-12 from 19 schools from 
across the Fox Cities. 



ZEPHYR SPORTS 
ROUND UP

“Coming to an end of our first year in the Big East Conference, 
we should be very pleased with the success that SMCHS has 
achieved.  Although the travel time has increased to venues, we 
have seen that being aligned with schools of similar size to SMC 
allows us to be much more competitive and battle to the end of 
every game!”    
                      -Adam Bates, SMCS Athletic & Activities Director

2016-17 HIGHLIGHTS: FALL
Cross Country 5th place in conference 
Football 3-6 
Boys Soccer 5-12 
Volleyball 13-13

2016-17 HIGHLIGHTS: WINTER
Boys Basketball     16-9 
Girls Basketball     13-11, 5th place in conference 
Hockey (co-op)     11-12-1 
Powerlifting           Four lifters competed in the state and  
                              national powerlifting championships

2016-17 HIGHLIGHTS: SPRING
Baseball                 26-0 overall record; 18-0 conference record,  
 conference champs (third year in a row),  
 regional champs, sectional champs,  
 2016 WIAA Division 3 State Champions! 

Golf                      4th place in conference, five individuals went to  
 state meet, 5th place at state 

Girls Soccer          16-8-1 overall record; 12-5-1 conference record, 
 3rd place in conference, regional champs

Softball                 8-16 overall record; 7-13 conference record, 
 7th place in conference

Boys Track            Broke six school records, conference champs  
 (first in school history!), one relay team  
 (4 individuals) went to state meet

Girls Track            Broke two school records, tied for 11th place  
 in conference, one individual went to state

The fifth grade boys Zephyr Basketball Club  
team took the second place finish at the Wisconsin 
State Invitational Championship Tournament. 
The team won five straight games to get to the 
championship game.

The eighth grade girls basketball team won their  
conference championship!



The eighth grade girls basketball team won their  
conference championship!

Our state champions! 



With an emphasis on nutritious meals featuring fresh produce, 
the St. Mary Catholic Schools lunch program is well regarded 
throughout the Fox Cities. Lynn Graves has been the director of 
the SMCS food service program for ten years and is responsible 
for planning healthy meals for potentially more than 800 
students every day, managing a staff of twelve, ordering food and 
overseeing its preparation. Meals are prepared at each school site 
for its students, and Graves is proud of her staff. “We have great 
employees who really do care about the kids and the food that 
they are preparing,” she observed. “They do a phenomenal job! 
We also have awesome parent volunteers who help to keep things 
running smoothly in the lunchrooms.”

SMCS is required to meet the same federal guidelines that are 
followed by our public school counterparts, and the government 
also sets school lunch prices. A welcome counterbalance to the 
extensive paperwork required is the opportunity for Graves to 
attend valuable training conferences. In recent years, she has been 
one of a few food service directors from across the state who were 
invited, at no cost to the school system, to attend conferences on 
a variety of topics including new nutrition standards, fruits and 
vegetables, menu preparation and the federal free and reduced 
lunch program. With ever-changing regulations, these seminars 
allow the director to keep up with changes and updates, as well as 
opportunities to network and share ideas.  

 To manage costs, St. Mary Catholic Schools participates in a 
buying co-op with five local public and Catholic school systems.  
With efficient buying practices and our farm-to-school program, 
the St. Mary Catholic Schools lunch program is one of the few in 
the area to realize a small profit each year.

 It is also a point of pride for the system that almost no canned 
fruits or vegetables are served to our students (only mandarin 
oranges, baked beans and sometimes applesauce, though we do 
also make our own).   All other produce is fresh or frozen and 
is prepared by serving raw, roasting or steaming--all of which 

provide optimal nutritional and taste value.

In the spirit of a farm-to-school program, the system established 
a kitchen garden at the St. Gabriel campus in 2010. Planted and 
maintained each year by food service personnel, the garden yields 
fresh produce including tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, bibb 
lettuce and onions. There is enough produce to stock the salad 
bars in each school cafeteria and provide some excess to be frozen 
for later use.

In spring 2016, additional garden beds were dug, tilled and 
enriched on the grounds of the new middle school. This larger 
garden will yield additional treats over time including fruits like 
apples and pears, as well as grapes and asparagus.  The plants, 
many of which were started in a greenhouse, are being planted 
strategically this summer so that the harvest will be sustained 
and manageable. While SMCS currently provides about 20% 
of its own homegrown produce, Graves anticipates a significant 
increase in that percentage once the middle school gardens are 
well established.  Lynn Graves’ professional philosophy is to focus 
on healthy lunches that kids will eat. “You can serve the best meal 
nutritionally, but if the kids don’t like it, they won’t eat it,” she 
stated. “Students seem to love our produce. They’re good eaters, 
and I don’t see them throwing a lot away. It’s a joy to contribute 
to student’ healthy choices.”

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The 2016-2017 school year is nearly upon us, and Zephyr teams will soon be ready 
to compete! The SMCS Booster Club financially supports dozens of athletic and co-
curricular teams, amounting to more than $65,000 in support each year. The SMCS 
Booster Club generates revenue through numerous activities including concession sales, 
the Greater Zephyr Open, basketball tournaments, the Zephyr Sports & Activities 
books, and the SMCS Booster Backers. 

Please help develop sportsmanship, leadership and teamwork by partnering with us—
become a Booster Backer! A Booster Backer membership enables you to show support, 
but also rewards you with Zephyr apparel, a FREE St. Mary Catholic Middle School 
athletic pass and/or Big East conference pass (depending on your level of support),  

a discount on SMCS Booster Club apparel and recognition of your support in the Zephyr Sports & Activities Books at the high school 
level. There are multiple levels of support. Contact SMCS Athletic Director Adam Bates at abates@smcatholicschools.org or  
722-7796 ext 801 for more details!



Pray for Vocations
Please keep in your prayers all who are in the 
process of discernment for religious service, 
including the following SMCHS alumni:

 Matthew Rappl

Alexa Harbor

Sam Schultz

“I think Catholic education is important because it gives us the chance to express our faith in God, 
and express who we are as people.”        –Haley, St. Gabriel Parish

“Catholic education is important because it has taught me so much about my faith. It has told me to 
respect myself and others.”         -Curtis, St. Mary Magdalene Parish

“God is found everywhere in what we are taught. We can talk openly about what we believe even if it’s 
not the same as everyone else. It overall feels like a safe place to learn.”    –Teresa, St. Joseph Parish

The curtain is rising on a new 
year of fine arts at St. Mary 
Catholic Schools! We have a 
talented group of students eager 
to showcase and expand their 
abilities in drama, band, choir 
and visual arts. Our student 
involvement is increasing in our 
fine arts programming every 
year. This past school year we 
had 65 middle school students 
participate in Bye, Bye, Birdie, 
over 150 students play in our 
concert and jazz bands, and 
650 students partake in visual 
art classes. Also, it’s exciting to 
share that for the upcoming 

school year, we have added a seasoned choral and drama instructor to 
complement the talented fine arts educators already on staff.

To help us provide and build the program our students are seeking, 
the fine arts department is establishing the SMCS Fine Arts Corporate 
and Friends Sponsorship Program. This is a “value proposition” that is 
a win-win-win opportunity. Our students win because they have state-
of-the-art facilities, technical equipment, musical instruments and 
dedicated personnel to maximize their talents. Throughout the school 
year, our sponsors win as they enjoy advertisement recognition in the 
playbills and program booklets for all student fine arts productions. 
Our communities win because we are preparing our young people 
to be the best they can be as they move forward into business and 
community responsible positions.  For more information, please 
contact SMCS Fine Arts Director Christina Turner at cturner@
smcatholicschools.org or 415-519-9054.

SPONSOR SMCS 
FINE ARTS



Academic Letters, Medals and Plaques 
With a grading scale based on 95-100% for an A, many St. Mary Catholic High 
School students were awarded academic letters, medals and plaques at the year-end 
ceremony.  Academic letters are earned after three semesters of 3.75 GPA or above, 
four semesters of 3.50 or above or six semesters of 3.0 or above. Medals are awarded 
to students who maintain a GPA of at least 3.5 for five consecutive semesters, and 
plaques go to seniors who do so for seven consecutive semesters.

Letters   34 students (11 seniors)  
Medals   22 students (2 seniors)  
Plaques   15 seniors           

Cum Laude Recognition 
Five graduates earned distinction as summa cum laude scholars with a  
cumulative grade point average of 3.9 or higher. Five graduated magna cum laude 
(3.75-3.89 GPA) and eleven graduated cum laude (3.5-3.74 GPA).

Valedictorian:  Madeline Hass 
Co-Salutatorians:  Madeline Uhlenbrauck, Zachary Parks 
National Merit Scholar:  Kara Brightwell 
National Merit Commended Scholar:  Kevin Greif         

Scholarships 
At the academic awards evening at St. Mary Catholic High School, 63 scholarships 
were awarded to the 49 graduates of the Class of 2016. Scholarships were given 
directly through St. Mary Catholic High School and additional dollars were 
awarded by colleges, universities and outside agencies, some of which were also 
presented at the event.

SMCHS ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS

“Catholic education is important because it has taught 
me so much about my faith. It has told me to respect 
myself and others.”             

   -Curtis, St. Mary Magdalene Parish

“Catholic education is important, even for those who 
aren’t Catholic. It teaches many values; just being 
in this environment promotes honesty, respect and 
tolerance.”  
   –Wesley, Pathways Church

The 2016-17 school supply lists  
can be found at smcatholicschools.org/ 
2016/06/2016-17-school-supply-lists

The SMCS dress code can be found at 
smcatholicschools.org/apparel/

http://www.smcatholicschools.org/2016/06/2016-17-school-supply-lists
http://www.smcatholicschools.org/apparel/


The 2015-16 school year was one of much growth in St. Mary Catholic Schools’ band 
program. The creative reassignment of our educators and the introduction of a new 
teacher at the middle and high school level inspired innovation and sparked enthusiasm 
among students, their families and the faculty.

Veteran SMCS music instructors Michael Bailey and Dave Sawall began working 
with young musicians in the elementary school band program, providing individual 
and group instruction, as well as leading the combined fourth and fifth grade band. 
At the middle school and high school, new director Pamela Barnhill jumped in and 
enthusiastically took on several new initiatives, which included establishing a marching 
band for students in grades 7-12.

Highlights from the 2016-17 school year included:

• SMCS marching band’s debut in the homecoming parade, as well as participation      
   in the Downtown Appleton Christmas Parade and Neenah-Menasha Memorial Day  
   Parade (in their new uniforms!)

• An event at local music store for students to try band instruments 

• The high school concert band recording five songs that were played on “Music to Your  
   Ears--Holiday Cheer!”, a program through a local radio station to highlight area bands

• For the first time in years, the SMSHS concert band competed in the WSMA Concert        
   Band Festival, performing three pieces of music and earning a first rating from all three  
   judges on the panel.

• SMCHS hosted the annual Wisconsin State Music Association (WSMA) district solo  
   & ensemble festival, welcoming ten schools from across the area.

• At the WSMA State Solo and Ensemble Festival, SMSHS performers (including the  
  show choir) earned nine first ratings, and five (including the jazz band) earned second  
  ratings

• Fourth and fifth grade band members held a concert for younger students and their  
   parents that featured the band, solos and small ensembles. This was followed by an  
   opportunity for interested students to try a variety of instruments.

• The SMCHS fine arts students took a trip to Chicago where they toured the Willis     
   Tower and enjoyed a performance of the musical “Beautiful” at the Oriental Theater.

In the works for next year: 

• An SMCHS chamber orchestra will be formed to serve students who already  
  have experience on stringed instruments and will grow downward as the program is  
  established.

• To offer additional enrichment for our band students, two new ensembles will likely be  
   added during activities period: a polka band and a percussion ensemble! 

• The high school band may do a “tour” of the elementary schools to give younger  
   students and idea of what they can aspire to!

PLAY IT AGAIN, BAND!



Several individuals received special recognition at the annual year-end prayer 
service for St. Mary Catholic Schools faculty and staff that was held at the 
Jane Bergstrom Fine Arts Education Center on June 2, 2016. The recipients 
of these three annually-bestowed awards were each nominated by several 
parents, students and/or peers. Then, an administrative committee reviewed 
and prayerfully considered the nominating essays and chose the finalists. A 
list of the comments from their supporters was given to every person who 
was nominated for an award.

The St. Frances Xavier Positive Influence Award was presented to Jason 
Tursky, the student and administrative services coordinator at St. Mary 
Catholic High School. Tursky is recognized as a team player with a never-
fading smile who promotes school spirit, attends student events ranging 
from athletics to academics to fine arts, and is the go-to person at the school. He is universally recognized as being  reliable, helpful, 
compassionate and kind.

The St. John Baptist de la Salle Outstanding Teacher Award was presented to St. Mary Catholic Middle School math teacher 
Ellen Bailey. Noted for spending countless hours to help students be successful, Bailey works with students before and after school 
and during her lunch hour and prep periods. Mrs. Bailey is dedicated to creating a positive learning environment that encourages 
participation and includes a touch of fun, such as making up silly songs to reinforce concepts. She sets high expectations and is tireless 
in her commitment to every student’s success.

The SMCS Spirit Award was given to SMCS teacher and parent Jeanne Griffith. A preschool teacher at St. Mary Catholic Elementary 
School in Menasha, Griffith goes above and beyond to create innovative and fun lessons that keep her students fully engaged. She is a 
true advocate for Catholic education and the school system and can be found attending sporting events and performances at all levels. 
Mrs. Griffith’s strong faith is an example and inspiration to her peers, students and friends.

New this year, the St. Isidore of Seville Award for Promising Innovation was given to Pamela Barnhill. As the band instructor at the 
middle and high school, Barnhill has already had a significant positive impact, though just completing her first year with the school 
system. A dedicated director, musician and educator, Barnhill is known for having big ideas and for putting the work into making 
them happen. She inspires her students to succeed and push for higher goals.

FACULTY & STAFF AWARDS

SMCS is placing a priority on providing adequate and equitable competition facilities for our teams! 
Coming soon to the campus of St. Mary Catholic High/Middle Schools:

• New softball field
• Practice field for soccer and football
• Equipment storage building with room for team gatherings
• A canopy over the batting cage that will protect the baseball and softball teams from 
  inclement weather and the sun
 
Work has already begun on campus so the practice fields will be ready for fall sports, and the new 
diamond will be ready for next year’s softball team!
 
Financial support to complete the field development project comes from generous gifts from many 
other donors and community members. Help is still needed, however, and alumni, parents and 
friends of SMCS athletics who appreciate the need for these improvements are encouraged to make a 
donation.
 
The SMCS Booster Club will match, up to a total of $10,000, any donation made to support the 
Zephyr Fields of Dreams initiative. Please consider helping with this project by sending a gift to the 
Zephyr Fields of Dreams Project, c/o St. Mary Catholic High School, 1050 Zephyr Drive, Neenah, WI 
54956. Donations are also being accepted online: visit the SMCS website at smcatholicschools.org 
and click on the Zephyr Fields of Dreams box or visit the SUPPORT US page.

IT’S THE ZEPHYR 
FIELDS OF DREAMS PROJECT!

http://www.smcatholicschools.org


Fee: $15/student  --  $25/adult
$60/family [immediate family only]

Mail registration form & payment to:
St. Mary Catholic High School
c/o Run/Walk
1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah, WI 54956
or
Register online by clicking on the
CONNECT 5 box at smcatholicschools.org.

Registration/Check-in: 8:45am - 9:45am
Start Time: 10:00am
Concessions: 10:30 - 1:00pm

T-shirts may be picked up at St. Mary Catholic Middle School on Friday, September 30th from 3:00pm - 5:00pm or at check-in on Saturday

PARTICIPANTS WHO REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 4TH, 2016 WILL RECEIVE A T-SHIRT!

Public welcome! This non-competitive 
run/walk will raise money for the
St. Mary Catholic Schools Booster Club.
It will begin and finish at the St. Mary 
Catholic Middle & High School campus,
1050 Zephyr Drive, Neenah.
Entertainment will be provided
after the event along with cash
concessions for all to enjoy.

Connect 5 5k Run/Walk
REGISTRATION FORM

Family Last Name______________________________________    Parent/Guardian_________________________________

Address__________________________________________   City____________________________    Zip_______________

Primary Phone_____________________    Email Address______________________________________________________

I cannot participate but wish to donate:     Amount $_____________

Participant(s) Name

__________________

__________________

__________________

Birth Date

__________

__________

__________

Circle Shirt Size

S  M  L

S  M  L

S  M  L

S  M  L  XL  XXL

S  M  L  XL  XXL

S  M  L  XL  XXL

Youth Adult
Participant(s) Name

__________________

__________________

__________________

Birth Date

__________

__________

__________

Circle Shirt Size

S  M  L

S  M  L

S  M  L

S  M  L  XL  XXL

S  M  L  XL  XXL

S  M  L  XL  XXL

Youth Adult

LIABILITY INFORMATION: By participating in the Connect 5, I agree to release and hold harmless Saint Mary Catholic Schools its parties, officers, directors, employees and agents, the City of Neenah, City of Menasha, or Town of Menasha from liabilities, 
losses, claims, actions, costs, including fees resulting from injury to person or damage to property arising out of my participation.

Participant/Guardian Signature___________________________________________   Date____________   Fee Enclosed $______________

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 1, 2016

Start Line at St. Mary Middle & High School Campus

THE PARTICIPANT WHO RAISES THE MOST SPONSORSHIP DOLLARS WILL WIN
4 TICKETS TO THE PACKERS/COWBOYS GAME ON OCTOBER 16!

WIN PACKER TICKETS!!

Sponsorship:  $_______________ Participant Name______________________________________________________________________

http://www.smcatholicschools.org


St. Gabriel 
Principal Jeanine Leege
900 Geiger Street
Neenah 54956
920-725-4161

St. Margaret Mary 
Principal Eleanor Healy
610 Division Street
Neenah 54956
920-729-4565

St. Mary 
Principal Jeanine Leege
540 Second Street
Menasha 54952
920-725-5351

St. Mary Catholic Middle School
Principal Mike Zuleger
1000 Zephyr Drive
Neenah 54956
920-727-0279

St. Mary Catholic High School
Principal Patrick Batey
1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah 54956
920-722-7796

SMCS Business Office
1050 Zephyr Drive
Neenah 54956
920-722-7796
Fax: 920-722-5940

We appreciate the support of our SMCS parishes
St. Gabriel • St. Margaret Mary  • St. Mary/St. John • St. Patrick’s

Holy Spirit • Sts. Peter and Paul • St. Mary-Greenville • St. John-Sacred Heart

and the parishes that support SMCHS

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!
AUGUST
24 HS Technology bootcamp, schedules & pics
       MS pool party
29   K-5 orientation
29   MS technology bootcamp, orientation & pics
29   MS parent info sessions
30   First day of class for all

SEPTEMBER
5    No school
6    Elementary parent night
9    Football grade/middle school night
10  VIRTUS training
15  Volleyball grade/middle school night
16  SMCMS Meet Me in the Middle
23  No school

OCTOBER
1    CONNECT 5
4    VIRTUS training
7    Homecoming parade and game
15  SMCS Fine Arts Family Feud
18  Early registration begins
18  SMCS open houses and information night
21  St. Gabriel Brewfest
25  SMCS On Track presentation
28  No school

NOVEMBER
3     5th & 7th grade visit days
4     No school
4-6  HS drama
11   JUMBO GUMBO!
16   STEM Club open house
18   Priority registration begins
23-27 Thanksgiving break
 

DECEMBER
9     No school
16   Basketball grade/middle school night
23-1/2 Christmas break


